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‘Spinoza and the Concept of Religion’

Professor Carlisle studied Theology and Philosophy at Cambridge. She has published 
four books on Kierkegaard, one book on habit, and the first english translation of Félix 
ravaisson’s De l’habitude. In addition to her scholarly work she has written numerous 
philosophical articles for a general audience, including series for The guardian on Kierkegaard, Spinoza, Bertrand 
russell, and the problem of evil. She has also written the royal Institute of Philosophy’s a-level guide to the 
metaphysics of god. She was a Leverhulme early Career Fellow in the Department of Theology and religious 
Studies at the University of Leeds, and is now reader in Philosophy and Theology at King’s College London.
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Matthew Dick
my paper will focus on the suitability of using analytic philosophy in order to make theological conclusions, in an 
attempt to open up the broader question of whether the crucial doctrines of Christianity, such as the Incarnation, 
which have been seen as mystical and inexplicable, can be understood using logic instead of faith. Ultimately, by 
analysing the inadequacies of analytical models in order to understand doctrine, my paper will maintain the belief 
that one must come from faith to reason, establishing that Christianity is fundamentally illogical. It shall also 
conclude, that this is a strength, given that the mystical elements of Christianity are necessary in order to promote 
faith, as the only means of understanding.
response: Lewis Macleod

Francesca Marke
There are significant issues with the scriptural depictions of Jesus as a human that make his divinity seem illogical, 
and he is best understood as simply a human being.  Jesus’ relationship to god as an incarnate human raises 
further issues which ultimately make the Trinity illogical.
response: Archie Renwick

Andrew Alam-Nist
For the 1500 years before the enlightenment (and even during and after it), close to all philosophical thought 
had to be contextualised within the broader context of Christianity, generally involving god within the ideas 
which were expressed. However, much of the backbone of Western philosophical thought also derived a lot of 
meaningful inspiration from Christianity and its general ideas and concepts. This paper would aim to determine 
whether Christianity can generally be considered to aid philosophical thought or a hinderance, limiting the open 
exchange of ideas and concepts due to a need to follow god and religion.
response: Robert Allen

Welcome 
 
Welcome to the Young Philosophers Conference 2021.

This document contains links to microsoft Teams meetings for our 
plenaries and the three paper streams. You will be able to join the first 
plenary session from 10:00am on 3 February. afterward, you can join any 
of the three streams from 11:20am. You are free to move between streams, 
but it is best to avoid moving between streams during a session.

If you would like to ask a question of the presenters, please type it into the chat. The moderator will invite you 
to ask your question, but if there is an issue with your audio, they will be able to ask it on your behalf. It is best to 
ask just one question of a presenter, and to ask any follow-up questions later, if there is a lull in the discussion.

10:15-11:15 – Welcome and Professor Carlisle Tresch’s plenary

break

11:30-12:45 – Session 1

lunch break

13:30-14:45 – Session 2

break

15:00-16:15 – Session 3

break

16:30-17:30 – Professor Cottingham’s plenary and concluding remarks

 
 

Professor Clare Carlisle Tresch

Stream 1 – Christianity and Philosophy

The Day

Plenary 1 10:15-11:15 

Session 1 11:30-12:45
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Oliver Haythorne
Towards an Historicist Philosophy: Thinking Within Borders. This comes under “How do our previous experiences 
and beliefs impact our philosophising? are philosophers always stuck in their times, or can we transcend our 
situation through philosophy?” This paper defends the historicist thesis, that thought is not necessarily demarcatable 
but is to an extent bounded. This is argued from technological and compound-abstract perspectives, thus 
demonstrating its truth in both relatively trivial and more important senses.
response: Henry Buxton

Hari Collins
my paper would be on the subject of whether William James was right that philosophy is mainly about the clash 
of different temperaments and if so, what this means for how we ought to study philosophy; in particular, what 
this should mean for the connections between philosophy and history. I shall conclude that he was right, really.
response: Amia Guha

Jiayi Li
Heraclitus’s logos of change bears close resemblance with the Lao Tze’s view on the unity of opposites expressed 
as one of the central ideas in the Taoist doctrine Tao-Te Ching. This similarity provides an intriguing starting point 
that leads to the questions of how parallel philosophical ideas arose in very different temporal and cultural 
backgrounds (i.e. early greek and oriental cultures) and whether it implies that there is a human instinct to 
establish an order among chaos in the observable nature through philosophical / theological doctrines.
response: Jago Cahill-Patten
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Tom Elliott
‘Is it acceptable not to be a vegetarian in today’s world?’ as a meat eater, I would be willing to open my eyes to 
the idea that this is unacceptable. This would be an example of philosophy impacting on daily life. as we move 
into an age when vegetarianism is experiencing exponential growth, it is something I think everybody should at 
least consider. Trying to form a logical chain of reasoning which argues for this may be the difference between 
individuals claiming ignorance as opposed to making a stand against what is ‘unacceptable’, or an argument against 
could discover that it is acceptable not to be vegetarian, a conclusion which may be more appealing to the majority.
response: Tom Levy
 
Philip Yanakov
I will explore whether a person knowing the outcome of a situation they took part in affects their morality in 

relation to the choices they made in that situation, and other similar questions. a real-world example of this would 
be the choices that soldiers face in identifying possible civilians as enemy combatants - if they chose to open fire 
and never find out the identity the person, are they absolved of guilt if they acted in good faith?This will involve 
looking at teleological and deontological approaches to such situations, as well as what philosophers like 
Kierkegaard would suggest when looking at the Theological dimension of this idea.
response: Carlo Garzarelli

Gabriel Daudy
Life and Philosophy: This would be an analysis of how we ought to behave in dire situations. It will examine 
altruisms, rational choice theory and simply following that law of the land. In altruism we would look at what 
extent we should look out for others safety over our own, for rational choice theory we would look at whether 
seeking your own benefit it better then constrained welfare maximisation, where you try and co-operate with 
others to improve their situation. Finally, I would look at the morality of simply doing the bare minimum of what 
the law requires you to do.
response: Eléna Ford
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Rikhil Jhaveri
This paper presents an argument explaining why belief in a Christian god is unreasonable. It examines the 
Christian conception of god and shows why the assumption that we have some knowledge about perfect beings’ 
nature is unreasonable. This is done by explaining that the underlying assumption that we have access to 
something objective is false as arguments against objective morality are generalised to apply to belief in the 
Christian god.
response: Freddie Colquhoun

Yasmeen Mohammed
arguably, female insecurities stem from the subtle abuse that comes from the religion of Christianity; 
complimented by the empowered position of men in the Bible, as-well as the belittlement that females face in 
modern day society. For example, Jesus as a prominent male figure of authority contributes to females feeling 
weak as it adds to gender stereotypes that women cannot obtain as much power as men, due to their lack of 
importance in society. This paper will be discussing how Christianity is the root cause of female oppression.
response: Shams Ghaffar

Brandon Chang
I propose that even though belief in Christianity is illogical, it is one of the biggest strengths of Christianity. 
Through studying works by philosophers such as aquinas and russell as well as some events in the Bible,  I will 
discuss the notion that the fundamental nature of belief implies belief in Christianity necessarily has to be illogical, 
and how the illogic of Christianity has been and still continues to be beneficial today in converting people to 
Christianity.
response: William Eedes

 

Stream 3 – Ethics

Stream 1 – Christianity and Philosophy

Stream 2 – Philosophy and: History and Culture

Session 1 11:30-12:45

Session 1 11:30-12:45

Session 2 1:30-2:45
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Cees Armstrong
Philosophy and Life - The thesis behind my argument is that philosophy is a skill, but it is one which we practice 
every day just through computing rational thought, and that therefore almost all of us are philosophers. The 
rationale behind this is that just going about our daily lives, we are forced to make morally significant decisions, 
and therefore either consciously or subconsciously philosophize and think about what the best course of action 
for us is. Furthermore, the additional skill of philosophy itself is the rigour that accompanies it, and therefore while 
our universal skill is very un-rigorous philosophizing, the advancement of our philosophy is to add rigour.
response: Flora Prideaux

Alexander Pitlarge
I’d like to offer something on how language can structure what we think and thus how we struggle to fully be able 
to philosophise due to the limits language imposes, looking and assessing some of Wittgenstein’s work. Through 
this, I would also look at some theories of how language is constructed, probably taking into account the 
structuralist theory of de Saussure and the developments of this into poststructuralist theory.
response: William Eedes

Kiyo Brandreth-Stroud
This paper will address experience as a basis for philosophical thought. I will argue that it is impossible to separate 
experience from any aspect of philosophy and nor should experience be separated and in fact that philosophy 
comes from applying analytic truths to experience. In this essay I will look at logical positivism, empiricism and 
their relationship with ethics, epistemology and metaphysics; and then I will underline the key difference between 
them and experience based philosophy. my conclusion is that there is nothing to be gained, no higher plane of 
thought to be achieved from practising “pure philosophy.” The only meaningful philosophy is that which directly 
relates to life.
response: Mem Factor
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Dasha Geller
I will be arguing that the aI that exist today cannot be considered conscious unlike the aI portrayed in science 
fiction. Dennett’s account of consciousness being an ‘app interface’ is not achieved by the most advanced aI such 
as DeepBlue, Watson or alphago, and neither is greenfield’s account of the neural correlate of consciousness.
response: Meri Balkanska

Vincent Song
The problem of consciousness lies at the heart of any theory of the mind, for it gives rise to singular identities 
which characterise the mind. This essay will evaluate the various definitions of consciousness from Nagel to 
Descartes, discuss how consciousness arises, and briefly address the functional role of consciousness. Ultimately, 
the paper seeks to present a new theory of consciousness that considers modern developments and goes beyond 
the traditional monism and dualism schools of thought, exploring alternate probabilities such as emergent 
consciousness.
response: Olivia Harford

Elizabeth Heywood
Upon first glance, it may seem obvious that consciousness exists in the original body, however, one must explore 
what makes up consciousness. If it is just experiences and memories, then surely it exists in both beings. It is thus 
important to explore what consciousness is and how consciousness can differentiate between the original and the 
cloned bodies. even then, this may assume that consciousness is a physical thing, when most would say that it is 
not. How can we know that a consciousness “goes” to a body, and how can we know that it has a “destination”?
response: Imtiaz Gill
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Rosie Wigglesworth
my thesis will be that the logical problem of evil is successfully addressed by the Irenaean theodicy because the 
different aspects of the Irenaean theodicy, including the idea that humans were created imperfect in their infantile 
status in the world, Hick’s vale of soul making, the concept of eschatological justification and finally the idea of 
epistemic distance,  all provide explanations as to how evil and an omnibenevolent god can co-exist without 
causing a logical inconsistency.  However,  the evidential problem of evil is not successfully addressed becuase 
it does not provide explanation for every part of the gratuitous, futile suffering that takes place. Therefore, the 
evidential problem of evil – that the gratuitous evil in the world disproves god’s omnibenevolence and his 
existence – is still very much a problem for philosophers to continue to grapple with.  
response: Mikaeel Toosy

Omar Berhanuddin
I will define ‘lowest-common-denominator’ mainstream Christian beliefs (such as the historicity of the resurrection 
and Jesus’ divinity) in an introduction, whilst highlighting the historical evolution of other Christian beliefs such as 
the Trinity or Papal Infallibility. my main argument will be that to the extent that Christianity requires ‘freedom’ of 
the believer in ‘approaching god’ and accepting these defined bedrock beliefs - for example, through the 
withholding of physical miracles until after attaining faith (taking ‘The grand Inquisitor’ section in Dostoevsky’s 
The Brothers Karamazov to highlight this concept) - it is essentially empirically indeterminable and impossible to 
be logically deduced. However, by taking Kierkegaard’s example, I will conclude that precisely this illogicality 
provides the metaphysical freedom that Christianity promises for believers, and is thus a strength.
response: Alexander Archer

Stream 3 – Mind, Body and Consciousness

Stream 2 – Philosophy and: Life, Language and Experience

Stream 1 – Christianity and Philosophy

Session 2 1:30-2:45

Session 2 1:30-2:45

Session 3 3:00-4:15
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Félicité Baroudel
Should we be encouraging law-abiding citizens or moral-driven citizens in our society? and do we have the right – 
and perhaps duty- as an individual to disobey the law when our mind, conscience, or religious faith tells us the law 
is unjust?  
response: Willem Sweet

Kiki Ajayi
after the end of the Cold War it was assumed that liberalism was the end-point of humankind’s ideological 
evolution - a notion exemplified by Francis Fukuyama’s claim that we had reached ‘the end of history’. 
Fundamental to liberalism is a metaphysical mind-body dualism, which places one’s identity and essence in an 
immaterial soul and our agency in the ‘rational’ decisions we make in isolation from others. my paper will discuss 
the implications that such dualism has had in shaping our political imagination, and also how it can explain certain 
societal phenomena such as the rise of nationalist populism in the backdrop of liberal democracy - which some 
have attributed to a crisis of community and identity subsequent to neoliberal globalisation.
response: Kathy Benson-Rowe

Clio Grana
Is holding human rights to an ideal standard more important than making them reflect who we are as a society? 
To what extent does not paying the realistic world attention lead to human rights violations and catastrophes?
response: Alexander Kapkin 
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Anna Bowring
Does the concept of the imagination help to cast light on the question of whether there is a soul? It is plausible to 
think that imagination is a higher mental state than merely imaging. So what is this higher mental state and how 
does it work? I expect to find that imagination is not in opposition to our rational thinking processes. I will be 
investigating links between the imagination and the soul, if indeed there is such a thing.  my starting point will be 
the artistic romanticism views on imagination and then I will attempt to ‘demystify’ it, using Hume in relation to 
romanticism, Wittegenstein on the ‘meaning-making’ process of imagination, and more scientific cognitive 
approaches to imagination.
response: Theo Mackenzie

Avish Kumar
The mind-Body problem has confounded philosophers for centuries.  Is the mind distinct from the body, or is it 
just a physical part of the matter contained within the brain?In this paper, I will examine Panpsychism, the theory 

that consciousness is ubiquitous, in detail, considering the arguments for and against it (including the anti-
emergence argument and the Combination Problem).  I will also analyse existing theories that seek to solve 
the mind-Body problem and explore to what extent can Panpsychism help solve the problems with these theories.
response: Lucas Maia

 
 

 

‘Philosophy and the Search for Meaning’

Professor Cottingham studied Classics at a Level and at oxford before transitioning to 
Philosophy. He is co-translator of the standard three-volume Cambridge edition of 
The Philosophical Writings of Descartes, and written numerous books including On the Meaning of Life, 
Why Believe? and How to Believe. His most recent book is In Search of the Soul. In recent years he has been 
Professorial research Fellow at the Centre for Philosophy of religion, Heythrop College, University of London, 
and Visiting Professor at King’s College London, and he is currently Professor of Philosophy of religion at 
roehampton University, London. He is also an Honorary Fellow of St John’s College, oxford.
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Stream 2 – Philosophy and: Law and Politics

Stream 3 – Mind, Body and Consciousness

Professor John Cottingham

Session 3 3:00-4:15

Session 3 3:00-4:15

Plenary 2 4:30-5:30

No recordings will be made of today’s 

proceedings, and participants are not 

authorised to make any recordings of 

their own. Students are welcome to 

use video or not when participating 

in the conference, according to their 

preference.

 

This programme is for conference use 
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