END OF YEAR REVIEW 2020-21
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome to the SPS Parents’ Group End of Year Review.
Back in early 2019, when I committed to chair the Parents’ Group (PG) for the 2020-21
academic year, I thought I knew what to expect - the Parents’ Group has a clear aim to
help parents to connect through a well-established calendar of whole school events and
year group activities. As well, there is a strong team of committed parent volunteers on
the Committee to help organise and plan.
What could possibly go wrong?!? Then, the unexpected happened…
But what remained the same was the dedicated group of Committee Reps, the support of
the school, and a parent body keen to stay in touch. Together, we all rose to the challenge and we adapted to deliver a strong year of engagement - even if the majority of it
was through screens.
The role of the Parents’ Group is to bring together
the school community so we hope this End of Year
Review gives you a snapshot of the past year and
how we succeeded to remain connected, despite
the circumstances.
Finally, I would like to say farewell to SPS, as my
son is a Leaver this year and I look forward to continuing to enjoy the activities of the Parents’ Group
as a parent of an Old Pauline.
Irene Ho-Moore, Chair SPS PG 2020-21

A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE:
NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME AND PAULINE PERSPECTIVES
This year, we were able to run 2 of our 3 main Parent’s
Group events with our New Parents’ Welcome in
September and Pauline Perspectives in March. While
we were unable to host the Christmas Soirée due to
Covid restrictions, thankfully Sarah Griffett and the
boys decorated the school grounds beautifully to keep
us in the spirit.
To welcome the new parents of the Fourth Form and
Lower Eighth, we hosted a Welcome webinar, in September, featuring the High Master and key members of
the school and Parents’ Group Committee. This was
followed by multiple Zoom breakout sessions to allow
parents from the 9 forms to meet. Further, we set up
WhatsApp groups for each of the forms so that parents could contact each other informally.
Pauline Perspectives is the highlight of the Parents’ Group calendar, bringing together
pupils, Old Paulines and parents in an evening of animated debate. Held over Zoom this
year, attendance was at an all-time high with close to 400 households registered. This
year’s motion was hotly debated: !Free speech trumps all: Twitter tantrums should be tolerated, not terminated”

YEAR GROUP EVENTS
Here’s where we got really creative. All taking place on Zoom, we organised coﬀee mornings, drinks evenings, cocktail masterclasses and quiz evenings, enabling parents from all
the year groups to ‘see’ each other. And taking it to the next level, how about Christmas
Escape Rooms, a virtual Dickensian Walking Tour and the first PG Book Club! We were
even fortunate enough to squeeze in between lockdowns a few Walk & Talks in some of the
local parks and gardens.

Next year, we hope that we are able to bring back many of our face-to-face events. We think that
a hybrid calendar of virtual and in-person events will allow us to reach even more of the parent
community.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
Now on to some of our most recent initiatives…
We set up various subcommittees in the summer term to seek to address areas of interest
to parents and boys that were particularly challenging in a pandemic environment, covering the topics of food & catering, communications and parent engagement.
We hope that the boys have noticed meaningful changes in the dining room and we will
continue to provide feedback from parents and boys to the school. We would like to
thank the school for working closely with the subcommittee to identify areas of improvements in food quantity, quality and variety.
On the communications side, we are keen to enhance the communication of Parents’
Group information to parents and hope that you have noticed the new feature of weekly
updates from the Parents’ Group in the HM Newsletter and expanded content on the Parents’ Group and Parent Portal web pages. And to coordinate all this, a new Communications oﬃcer role will be added to the Parents’ Group Committee, starting in September.
The High Master is eager to learn more about the activities of the Parents’ Group and
what is on the mind of parents and we are delighted that come September, the High Master will be attending our Parents' Group Committee meetings.

FAREWELL TO LEAVERS’ 2021
As we approach the final few days of the school year, we wish all the best to the Leavers’
2021. So they can take away a small memento of the school, the Parents’ Group has
gifted a SPS key ring and badge to every leaver.

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
The new co-chairs from September will be Deirdre Davidson (Deirdre.Davidson@gmail.com) and Silvia Fiaccavento Levy (Silvia.Fiaccavento@gmail.com). We are currently looking for new volunteers from all year groups. There are so many enjoyable and rewarding
ways to become part of this very active community. Please do get in touch with our coChairs. Even if you are only able to help on a very occasional basis. no contribution is too
small. Further details can be found here.
https://www.stpaulsschool.org.uk/senior-newsletter-240621-parents-group-update/

