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Black History Month 2021 

“I’m interested for the most part in what’s not happening, that area between events that could 
be called the gap. This gap exists in the blank and void regions or settings that we never look 
at.” 
Robert Smithson, “What is a Museum?” (1967) 

 

“There is no healing presence when the wounded past is erased from our cultural memory and 

archive. The void this erasure produces fills empty gestures with violence rather than possibilities 

of relation.” 

Nana Adusei-Poku, “On Being Present Where You Wish to Disappear” (2017) 

 

This October at St Paul’s, as in previous years, and along with many schools, universities, 

and institutions across the country, we will be celebrating Black History Month. 

Black History Month in the UK provides us the opportunity to celebrate the contributions of 

black Britons to the History of the nation. It is the chance to acknowledge that black 

history, black literature, black culture is also British History and culture, even as we 

acknowledge the processes of silence, erasure, and mis-remembering that have meant that 

these contributions are not always visible.  

As we remember and celebrate the contributions of black pioneers, public figures, or 

personalities to local communities or to wider culture, we engage in a collective process of 

historical revisionism and we reaffirm our own commitments to social justice and equality. 

This year ‘s theme ‘Proud to be…’  invites an emphasis on celebration, joy, and pride in the 

extraordinary range of identities, roles, and contributions black people make to British 

culture.  

But there is also in this theme the invitation to think about black identities not as discrete or 

separate, but as shaped by a complex set of overlapping and interdependent social and 

political formations that include class, sexuality, and gender identity. By attending to this 

intersectionality, we are better able to see not only disadvantage and discrimination, but 

also opportunity, resilience, and achievement. 

 

Dr Malcolm Cocks 

Head of Inclusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Programme of Events and Talks 

Thursday 30th 
September 
 

Professor David Olusoga 
OBE 
 
 

Black and British: A 
Forgotten History 
 
Lecture and QNA with 
historians from SPS and 
SPGS 

John Colet Hall 
 
All welcome. 
History, Polecon & 
REACH societies 
 

Monday 4th 
October 

Dr Beesley The Bristol Bus Boycott Junior School 
Assembly, 0840am 

Tuesday 5th 
October 

Reverend Knox 
 
 
 

John Sentamu: Proud to be a 
Northumbrian 
 
 

Chapel 4th and 5th Form 
Chapel, 0840 
 
 

Wednesday 
6th October 

 
Dr Cocks & Mr Grant 

Seeing Blackness in the 
Italian Renaissance: Towards 
a Revisionist History of Art 

The Art Lecture Room 
1235 

Thursday 7th 
October 

Robbie Lit TITLE TBC Polecon and REACH 

Friday 8th 
October 
 
Wednesday  

Tonderai Munyevu 
(hosted by Mr Harris) 
 

Storytelling & Scriptwriting 
Workshop 

12.35 venue TBC 
All budding writers, 
playwrights, and 
theatre practitioners 

13th October Ms. McGreevy, Dr 
Gaydon, and Ms. 
Graham 

Positive Action & Protected 
Characteristics: the ethics of 
Identity in UCAS / US 
Applications 

Future Soc, 1240pm 
Room 116 
 

 
 
 
 
All week 

Library and Archives 
 
Spotlight: Staff and 
Pupils 
 
 
Small Axe dir. Steve 
McQueen, Film 
Screening Marathon 
 
 
Economics lessons from 
Dambisa Moyo’s ground 
-breaking work 

Error 404: Not Found 
 
Students and Staff Spotlight 
influential or inspiring figures 
from Black British History 
 
Introduced by Mr  
Kemp & 5th Form Film Club 
 
 
Dead Aid: Why Aid is not 
Working and why there is 
another way for Africa 

Rare Books; All 
welcome 
Tannoy / Posters 
 
 
 
E4 13.00 to 14.10 every 
day. 
Popcorn provided 
 
 
 
Selected classes 

 

 

 



 

 

Select Guest Speakers 

David Olusoga OBE is a British-Nigerian historian, broadcaster 

and film-maker. David is the author of Black & British: A 

Forgotten History which was awarded both the Longman-History 

Today Trustees Award and the PEN Hessell-Tiltman Prize. 

David's most recent book Black and British: A Short, Essential 

History won the Children's Illustrated & Non-Fiction book of the 

year at the 2021 British Book Awards. His other books 

include The World’s War, which won First World War Book of the 

Year in 2015, The Kaiser’s Holocaust: Germany’s Forgotten 

Genocide and the Colonial Roots of Nazism and Civilizations: 

Encounters and the Cult of Progress. An award-winning 

broadcaster and presenter, David writes for The Guardian and is 

a columnist for The Observer and BBC History Magazine. He is 

also one of the three presenters on the BBC's landmark Arts 

series Civilizations.  

 

 

 

Tonderai is an actor, writer and director for theatre, screen and 

radio.  Born in Zimbabwe and raised in London, he is a founding 

member and co-artistic director of  Two Gents Productions 

renowned for their mix of new writing and classical adaptations 

including the acclaimed Two Gentlemen of Verona, Kupenga 

Kwa Hamlet &  The Importance of Being Earnest. His latest 

play Mugabe, My Dad and Me was shortlisted for The Alfred 

Fagon Award 2019 and premiered in 2021 at York Theatre 

Royal in a collaboration with English Touring Theatre garnering 

a wealth of 4 and 5 star reviews.In 2021 Tonderai won a place 

on the inaugural writers' collective at Stockroom (formerly Out 

of Joint) and has co-written their Alice in Wonderland that will 

reopen HOME in Manchester.  

 

 

 

  


